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WBJECT: Conbat Operations After-iction Report (RCS/J3-32)

7. SUPPORTING FORCES,
as Artillern

(1) Canmpositions
(a) First five days of cperation:

8/3/13th 4rty (155 How SP): DS 1/5th Mech
1 plat D/3/13th Arty: Atch B/3/13th Arty.

(b) 5ixth to eighth days of cperations

.. C/7tth Arty (105 How towed): DS 1/5th Mech
B/3/13th Arty: atch C/7/11th Arty .
1 plat D/3/13th Artys  Atch C/7/11th Arty.

(2) Caments:

(a) Phase I ~ The artillery suppart was not oon=
eidered adequate due to a lack of socuracy during a critical mission,

(b) Phass II = The artillery fired a 10 mimute
preparation on (bjectives C ard A, A 155m2 howitzer battery ard one
platoon 8" located at Cu Chi provided the preparation on (bjective C
while a 155mm howitzer battor; and one platoon 8" located at Trung
lap fired the preparation on Gojectivo A, L.2" nortars were used to
prepare blociting position 2 ard (bjective B, The preparation wes
accurate ard timely, On the secord ard third days of Phase II a rove
ing preparation, oontrolled by the ,rty L0 {rax the air, was used on
cbjective aress (GS XT 6528 amd vicindty XT 657268), The artillery
fire was extrenely acourate ami timely, 11 "willeadjust" adssions
during thie phase were ascurate urd tirsly,

b. i‘\ir mppm.
(1) Camposition: T7th .F provided close air support,

(2) Carents: The Bde .F LO traveled in the C&C ship
and called for all "Imuediato" air strikes, The requirad resporse
time varied, but in all cases it wos considered satisfactery. EZlsven
preplanned close air support missions were utilized in Phasos I ard II,
A preplanned 352 air strile requested by tho 25th Inf Div to precede
the attack on 26 June was not flown, Dus to the lack of inforrmation
from the USAF ooncerning the approval or disapproval of tho strike,
H-hour, ete,, thu attack wes unnocessarily delayed for 55 minutes,

8, INTZILIGENCE,

a, Intelligonco prior to the cperation: 7Two main farce
battalions of the 165, Regt had boun reported in the operations aroa,
The Trang Bang Local Farce Caupany was also reported in ths area of
operations vic iT 4932, US/F FAC reportod iight to moderato smzll
arms fire was constantly reccived during tho weck of 17-23 Juns fram
along the etreams (XT 610270-XT 625306, XT 495318=XT 520345) amd the
woodod areds on tho northeast c¢dge of the Ho Bo Woods (XTI 643260-XT
635307), Results of oporatiors by this battalion into tho Boi LodeHc
Bo Woods on 29 Mar « 5 .pr (CIRCLE PINSS), 16=21 Apr (KAHALL) and
15=27 May (W.HLM.) rovealed that the area comtained scveral eupply
bases ard tho basy area of the (320th lidbils Bn, Tay Ninh Provinco,
Docunents ani PW's captured in the ares imiicatod tho Tay Nirh Pro-
vinclal Camiittes wae located in tho Bol Lol iicods with subordinate
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sections as follows: Tay Nirh Military Intelligence subesoctiors
(Xr.500316), Tay Ninh Provincinl Armamest sub-section (XT 511339),
and Warkers Proselyting Section, Tay Ninh Provincial Conmittee

(XT 527338), The mumerous caches, base camps ard documents substane
tiated that the Boi Loi was a major COSVN rear service supply area,
The Ho Bo has long been the base area for the Saigon~Gia Dinh Special
Region Camittes.

b. Enemy situation during the operations Initial contact
‘was mede by Caapany B on 25 Juns when they wounded and captured a VCC
who claimed to ba the X0 and political officer (but was praably &
platoon leader or higher rank) of the 1st Co, 320th Bn, vic XT 506314,
Co C determined, through interrogation of civilians in the area, that
a VC force of 10 to 15 personnel moved every day south along the trail
at coordinates XU 482299, moving just after dark, This same force
usually passed in the opposite direction each day about 1000 heurs,
aftor assaulting 2 bunker on 26 Juns, Co C wounded and captured a VCC
vie XD 640304, Documents in his possession indicated that he wus &
mamber Of the security element of tho Saigon-Gia Dinh Special Reglon
Camittee, which seems to be located in the extensive tunnel system
in the arca, Mmerous documonts found in the area irdicated thut the
Political Staff, liilitary .ffairs Comittee, Saigon-Gia Dinh Special
Region and 2gencies subordinate to CASVN were locoted in the area,
Of particular intorest were the large number of receipts for ammnd-
tion ard weepons fourd in a tumnel which irmdicated the preserce of
an ammo ard wespons supply point in tho are:, Documents captured
in vic XT 634305 indicated the B103 Hedicol Section, Rezr Service
Staff, Saigon-Gia Dirh Spocial Region Camittee was in the arca, The
documents included medical books, requests for medicine, medicsl exe
pense records am related documonts, lumercus letters of intraduction
to VC, dated 13 June 1946, from various medical sections sinting that
thoy would atterd a madical class muborod BL6 wore also captured,
One of the documents, & rcquest to join the Cammunist Party, was
addresscd to the Security Socticn, Saigon~Gia Dirh Specisl Roglion,
/dditicnal documcrts also imdicatod the presence of the Propaganda
and Training Section (many propagamda sizns were in the arce, samo
written in inglish and sao in Vietnazesc) and the 2d Co, 243rd Arti-
aireraft Bn, U80 /rty Regt in the Ho Bo Woads, Mo oncmy foree of
significant size was encountered during the oporaticn, Enauy strength
was estimatwd at 15-20 VC operating in two- and three-man cells, Of
significance was the fact that in sevoral esscs the VO fought fram i
within the tunnols—a change to his tactics thus far urcountered by
this battalion, Thu odgos of the Ho Bo aroc lacod with trunches (Inel
2), sxtensive defensivu fortificaticns ccngisting of bunkers, trenches
with overhead covar, tumncls ard undorground roams wors encountered ¢
during the operation, Same oxampivs of the zoru significant oncs are
3s follows:

e A N

(1) 4roa I (Inc) 3): Fortifications in this arca cone
sisted of 2§ large bunkers (20'x20!), which hiad been constructed with-
in the 60 days priar te tils cperativn, (This unit had boon through
the area on /pril 21, during Oporation KiHALA. & that time the bune
kors wore not thure.) Unlike other bunkers fourd in the amg, these
wore partially cbove ground with all-arcurmd o"x12® firing parts oppraxe
inately three foet abowu graund level (Incl &), Tie bunkoers wore budlt
in pairs connoeted by 3 tunncl, Ono trap docr in thc tunnel was the
main ertrance into oach bunker pair ard an csczpa tuniel led aut of
each bunkar (Incl §), .1l of the bunkers wero consccled fraz aerisal :

. cbsorvation by rubbor troes and donsc woxds, Excavations for five
nore bunksrs had boon camplotod but corstruction had rot startod, The
bunkers within the oamplex were mutually supporting arc on oo of the

L
[ 4
CONFIDENT /AL

A ot ¢




CONFIDENT ] AL

AVTLSB4-C . T % 13 gudy 1966
SUBJECT: Cambat Operetions After-iction Report (RCS/J3-32)

main overues of approach imto the Ho Bo (Incl &), Each bunker was
capable of sleeping 40 VC, Once the bunksrs were caupleted, the
camplex would have been abls to house an estimated 1,360 VG,

(2) sroa II (Incl 3): Fortifications in this arca
conelated of o series of 5'x6' mutually supperting bunkers interconnect=
od by a tromch and tunmel systom (Inel 7). .in umswal and well pro-
tooted bunker was located in this arca vie XP 621291 (Incl 8), In
addition to its use as a fighting position, the bunker alse served as
the control center for several clusters of camand detenated mines amd
boubs, The trench with overhead cover provided supplementary poeitions
ard & ocoverod ascape route, Strong points were located at both ends
of this area ot coordinates XT 629302 and XT 614276, The crea acrces
the creek from this area to the west contained many old houses, most
of which were at least partially destroysd, However, these all cone
taired protective sheltere ard small tunnels which showed signs of
receat uss by the VC, a

(3) 4rea III (Inel 3): Fartifications in the area cone
sisted of a canplex system of burkers aml urdergrourd roans connocted
by tunnels ard trenches, The camplexes were well cencealed in heavie
1y wooded areas overlooking open cloarings (Imcl 9§, 10 and 11), In
81l cases axcept ong, the tunnels began in a burker, Largo urder-
grourd roaus within the camplux were capeble of accauadating six to
oight pursons, Most of the buniors wors constructed with large ribber
tree logs (6"-10" dia) for t:: supports and overhead beans, Two to
three feet of dirt covered c.c.. bunker, many of which were cencrete
reinfarced, thus providing excollemt protection fram artillery fires,
Same of the bunkers woro oight feet deop with firing steps (Incl 12)
connoctod to slooping quarters amd cooking roaus (Incl 13), Now cone
structlon was cbservod in GS XT 6528,

6. Terrain ard Veather, The terrcin is gensrally flat
with open areas south of tho Boi Lei amd south, central ard nerth of
the Ho Bo, Open arvas to the scuth ard north congisted of damp ond
wet rico paddies, scue of which were cultivated, The contrel areld
of the Ho Bo consists of rubbor trees and dense weads as depicted on
tho map, Howevur, secendary growth throughout the arva varios fram
Ught to thick with the certer being the lightest area. Tha denso
woads and arvas of thick undorgrowth restrictod movement of track
vohicles, Foot nmovoment through these arecs was alse slow ard
tedious, B52 banb craters presuntod a definite cbstacle te track
vehicles duo to the dopth ard density of the crators, Thick vegetae
tion provided excellont cuncecliamt for the VC and limdted friendly
cbeervation, Tho stroon wost of the He Be was dupasscble to treck
vehicles north of XT 612280, Can Ca Bay Strean wos rcgotiable fram
XT 500278 to XT 588255, Ricoe pxidies odjacent te this pertien of
the streon wore denp to wet but trafficable to tracks, Weasther cone
ditiors during the opsration presented little or no prcbloas, Low
ceilings prevorted scme helicoptor operatiuns but had ne effect on
grourd coperstions, .verage wuathor conditiuns during the operation
wore nostly cloudy skies with ,59 inches of prucipitation per day;
temporatures ranged fron a high of 91 dogroos to 2 low of 71 degrees;
tinds were froa tho SW at 5-8 knots,

o, Therv were no Civil Affairs/Psy Ops activities comduet=
od during the periad,

9. MISSION: 18t Bn (Mech), Sth Inf awes 25863pJUNGS to conm
dust independent suarch cnd dostroy operations in the area of cperations
t0 locate and destroy VC units ard beose canps,
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10, CUNCEPT OF CPZR.IION: 1/5th Msoh noved in two echelons
fran boss ocaup oamensing 2566300UNES ond condustod dsceptive cperte
tiors along tho sauthern edge of the Boi Loi Woods camplex to eover
soarch and deetroy opsrations in the Ho Bo Woeds on 26 June, Ba (=)
noved at 0630 hours with Co 4, Co B an! Recon Platoon to saturate .
areds 1, 2, and 3, respsctively, with arbushcs, Qo C departed bass
camp at 0800 hours aleng /Axis GREEN in an atteapt to flush the VC
4rto the arbushes, Oo C then establishod aibushes on (o) 4, To

- dovelop the cover plan, extensive asrisl recons, artillery and nore

tor registrations, HUL fires, and limited air strikes were Ehoed on
®J X on 25 Juno (Inol 14, Operation Overlay). On 269725JUNGS the
Bn attacked to eedise ObJ 4, B, and C, Co & ard C moved along Axee

RID amd BLUE, through (b D to sesze bJ i amd G, .respectively, Co
B noved nlong /xis WHITE to establish blocking positicn 2 ard, on

order, seised ObJ B, ALl ecmpanies then conduotod detailed searches
in their cbjective arcas, During this phese cf the operation a nech

-£1ame track was attoohed to Co A ard Co B, Recon Plstoon screensd

the battalion's west flank irdtially amd was placed urder Co B's
CPOON during the detailed search (Imol 15, Opn Overlay).

11, EXuOUTION: The operation wis conceived on 15 Jume 1966 ard
Leousd as CPORD 24~66 (Operation COCO P/IMS) 1712fBJUNGS,

D-Day {gj Jure 1964)

The battalion meved as plannod withowt incident, until amed holl=

. copters reported seeing 25-30 VC in a tronch vie XT 539311, Five were

estinatad to have been killed after off::tive air ani nortar fires were
placed on the target, Aftor oamplotion of daylight deception astivitise,
the battalion coiled into a night perineter, :

Ca.pany A

i The conpany doparted base canmp at 0640 hours amd closed irto (b
1 at 0950 hours, No contact was made until 1545 hours when ¢ VC was
Idlled (BC) by an ambush vie XT 544310, / thordugh search of the cbe
Jective area pruduced clothing, erriunition ardalargs A zine, The
eampany closed into tho bettalion porimeter vig XT 530288 at 1830 hours
and established two night ambushes; o oontact was nade,

Capany B

The corapary departod base canp at 0430 hours end closed inte Obg
2 gt 0800 hours without contact, Light contact was nade throughaut
the day resulting in two VC killed (BC) and cne captured. At 1500 hours
the capany closed imto the battalion perinetar vic XT 530288 ard es-
toblished two ambushesj no oomtdct wa: ade,

Copany C

The coupany departed bhase conp at Of30 hours and seasured (b 5
by 1028 hours, No contact was made and tho caupany ologod into the
battalion periuster at 1830 hours, . Two anbushes were enployed that night
but nons uade contact,

Recon Platoon

.+ The platoon departed base canp at 0650 hours and ostablished
blocking position 3 at 0910 hours, At 0940 hours two VC suspecte
wore approhended when they atteupted to depart the area, The sus-
peots wero evacuated along with throc cther suspects appreherded by
,the canand group vie XT 534285,
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e DHi (26 June 1966

The, attack was scheduled for 0630 hours but wus delayed by
higher headquarters until 0725 hours, This delay was coused by & pro=
posed ajr striiw which wes not comducted (sse para (2)). 4l ems
~oniés securcd and searched their cbjactive arsas ard closed into a
attalion perineter for the night defense, Nine ambushes wers euployed
during darkness but *. : contaect was nade, '

. Gmmwanv 4
The ccxpany reached its cbjective aran at 1030 hours naking
light contact enroute, Iitense autawntic waapors fire was roceived
frai a bunker vie X' 62252956 ard tho snsuing fire fight resulted
in two VC killed ard the discovery ¢f an extensive bunker-tunnel

cooplex {Incl 7). The aasault on the bunker produced 12 rifles, munie

tions ant a nount for an SG=43 HiG, Several bocbybtraps, caizard deto=
nated mines ard explosives, t¢ include four 25 1b frog babs, were
destroyed, The bunkers and tunnsls wore dastroyed by demolitions amd
shapa charges. Four VG woro estiuated to have been killed in the
bunker-tunnsl eanplex,

Ceupany B

By 1000 hours the cauipany had established its blocking position
destroying two bunkers zmd copturing onme VG onrcute, Detailod search
of the arwva praluced several baxes of clothing, uunitions, riscellamse
cus docwunents and equimont and 2 tunnal caxplex vie X7 616294, The
cwparny et light rosistance ard destroyed 12 bunkers, 5,000 lbs of
bocbytropped rice, and several grenxdes and (8U bodbytraps.

Capery C

The gcozpany's attack encourntered bocbytrans, AT mines ord nadere
ato snall ams amd rifle grenade fire fran tremches and bunkers, 3y
1432 hours a large ¢omnand burnker with en extensivo tunnel camplex wos
ercountered vic XT 640301, By 1800 hours the caipany had searched oot
the dbjective araa destroying two AT nines, twelve bodbytraps, soveral
bunker-tunnel complaxes and capturcd one Vo€ with rifle, two Russian
IT nines, clayu.ors weapons and bocbytraps, Thrue VG were estinated
to have boon killad in thc bunker-tunnel cauplexes.

Recon Platoon

Tho platoon scroencd tho battalion's west flank but rads no enee
ny cortact, lhile porforaing its scrvoning tdssicn, the platoon lo=
cated and destroyod 2,000 1bs of bocbytrappud rice, bocbytrapped CBU
bablets, two bunkers and capturod 1500 lbs of poamts, o rifle amd
ssveral docunorts,

D2 ‘2z June lgﬁé!

C5B, 2/27th Inf (Capt J. R. Paschall, camamiing) wes cttached
offactive 27P9¢3JUNG6 axd the Battalion Task Force enployed Co A vie
XT 623297 (ALPH.), Co B vic XT 655285 (QUEBEC), Co € vie XT 645302
(NOVBQER), Cc B, 2/27th Inf vic XTI 435305 (CHARLIS), ard the Racon
Platoon vie XT 655273 (T.MGO) on socrch amd dostocy cperations, An
IZ was socurod vic XT 438296 for the Co B, 2/27th Inf heliccpter land-
ing, onl all emponies conductod S&D operations in their respoctive
areds following artillery, uortar ard air preparaticns, Throughowt
the day units et light to udderate resistanco ard closod irdo the
battalion porinetor vic X 4302883 by dusk, Ton abushes were «aployed
during darknoss without contact,
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Capery & o

- Thu .caapary departed the bass at 0730 hours and enceuntered
AT nines, rifle grengies and snall ams fire fran two bunkere on
the edge of thelr cbjective area, . Tha coupany overran the busikers
and estinated killing two VO, Two riflee ard a 7.92m ZB26 1MG
were captured, A detailesd eearch of the bunkere led imto an exten~
sive tunnsl network which produced many docuuents, elothing, munie ,

-~ tions and equipmert, The bunker, tunnel anl all nunitions were :

deatroyed,
Caupany B

The ccnpany cunductad s detailed search of the area against
light suall ams fire, bodbytreps, and T ninse, By the end of the

' day they had destroyed by deiaclitions 16 bunkers, two cf which were

consrete reinforced, a ccncrete reinforced rom enpable of eeating
ig persons, 26 tunnels, 200~300 feot each, 12 CBU bocbytraps ard four
uimwe, .

Ceupany C

The caupany arrived on the aseigned b jective arez ard net stiff
reeistance frai several bunkers, The VC euployed rifle grensies, autoe
ontic woapons, casianl detonated AT mincs anml clayncre-type weapons
frax four differort bunlwrs, Two VC kills wore estiiiated in the ene
suing bunker assaults which revealed a ccncrote roinfarced bunicore
tunnel conplex, The caipany eearched aml destroyed these caiplexes
and captured savoral grenzdes, ecloyuore woapons, CBU baublets, bodbye
traps, clothing, fyesh foxd and largo nimes wired for catard detonde
tion (i55m, 17533, 8" amd 250 b buobe), 225 rowds of 7,92 amo, &
Chicai carbine, throe sots of field equiment and niscellanecus docue
nents which filled two sand bags,

Co B, 2/27th Inf

The caupany lamded on the 12 st 030 hours ard noved irto their
ar+a following an artillery sreparation, They diecovered and deetroy-
od 11 tunnels, 79 s of white cloth, freeh foad aml a bicyele, They
also captured seven nedical jackete, a nask and cap and appraxinstely
four pounds of miscellansous decuente,

Recon Platoon

The platoon secured the woad lins ecuth of (bj CHARLIE amd
assisted tho pagsage of Co B, 22 7th Inf, By 1106 hours the platoon
occupied blocking position T.uGQ to jrovent eneiy doparture frau
the 40, The platoon nado no catact but fourd am destroyed a 30
1b slaynore type weapaon,

28 June 1966

The TP cortimuod 54 opurations in the /0 and enployed Co A
vic XT 616233 (GOLF), Co B vic XT 655285 (UL3EC), Co C vie XT 655«
278 (UNIPCRN), Co B, 2/27th Inf vic XT 652285 (OSC.R), and Recon
Platoon along Jxde SAILY (XT 638296 - XTI 642305 - X 633308 ~ XT
625304), During the search tho VG put up etiff resistarse fran within
the tuels and in sao casse proventod canpleto scarching prioe to
destruction of the tunmods. Attenpts to flush the VC ot by use of
tear ges were imeffective, The VC ccrtinued to fire fran within the
tunnsls, Charges were placed 2s close as possidlo to the VC and deto-
nated, callapsing the tunnels. Ench caupary ouployed stay=behind ane=
bushes before roturning to tho bsttalion perineter, (mly the CoB
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axbush at XT 651281 nade cortact, killing one VC (BC),
Caapany i

In searching thelr cbj ared the caipany emcountered several .
elabarate bunker-tunnel caiplexes and by the end of theday had dee
stroyed eight. of these positions, whree machinsgun positdons, a ndrw,
tar position, ¢lothing, several bocbytraps and dry batteries, Sleepe
ing quarturs in two of the large burkers could caufortably acomodats
four persons each, Rifla grenades were used by the VC in the area,

Caupary B

A thorough search of ¢he arer wes contimued througheut the day
which resulted in the destructicn .i seven bunlkers, an extensive tunnsi
cauplex, two AT rines amd gre-~'» bocbytraps, The VC used rifle gree
«4dys, small arms and, fraa within the tunnel canplex, an autaiatic
weapon, Sucke was used to locate all entrarses ard the tunmel wos

destroyed,
Caypany C

Several tunnels were founl in the canpany chjective area, A
ravine, 10-15 feet deep, 300 feet long ami 12 feet wide was loccted
vic XT 654,280, Into the sides of the ravine were tunnels to pro-
vide shelter anl storzge arvaz, Omo of the tunnels located in the
area oconsisted of several levols oml oight passagewsys, an under-
ground classroay with a scatin; capacity of twenty parsons was alsc
located ard destriyed, By the end of the day the caupany destroyed
twe bunker=tunnel conplexes, three tuniwl cuiplexes, severzl boobye
traps amd ounitions, New arwo pouches, web equipnert, ome carbins,
a uedical kit ard niscellanscus clothing ard docuusnts wore captured,

Co B, 2/27th Irf

The caupany cbjective arca ccmtaired no trace of use by VC,
Two bodbytraps were located ard rifle grensde fire was received fran
the south of their b joctive area,

Racon Platoon

The platovn corducted its sweep along /xis SALLY amd by 0905
hours encourtered a cmplax bunker-tunnel systen vic XT 64,2303,
Soall zras fire wos received fram within the tunnsls, Ths platoon
spert the rest of the day scarching amd-destreying the tunnels and
bunkers ard by the emd of the dey had destroyod five bunkoretunnel
cauplaxas, two well concealal tunnels, sovon hand gronale tocbytraps,
ard five GBU bocbytraps, Ten thousand lbs of ricc amd four bags of
cenent wore captured, Efforts to flush tho VC out of the tunmels
failed ard the tunnsls were destroyed,

Dy 322 Juns 12&)

Thoe battalion task forco cortinued S cperaticrs with light
to nodsretoc contact, The T7 eupleyed Co o on (bj HUIZL vic XT 655«
288; Co B ruturned to (bj QUEBIC; Co ¢ on M) ECHO vic XT 660260;
Co B, 2/27h Inf on by PATROT vie XT 6552743 Recon Plotoon cone
tinued its swee: of ;xis SALLY, Al caupanies returned to the bet-
talion periuater at dusk aml ayployod seven ccbushes durirg the night,
bt ao cortact was nads, .

9
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. SUBJECT: Cabut Operations After-ictlon Report (RCS/J3-32)

d ¥ Cawpary &

é . _ The caupany cordusted thoir search urder constant haraessing |
. - srll ame and rifle gronde fire, The arca was heavily bocbytrapped
35 . and the bunvar-tunnel eauplexes encountered werc woll construsted amd
] reinforced, 3y the end of the day six tunnels, two bunker~tunnel

5 cauplexos, uunitiors ard several camand dotonated nines were destroy-
g - od, Six hurdred lbe of bochytrapped rice was also fourd amd destroyed,

Caxpany 8

: With the exception of one caramd detonated mdns, the cmpany

H nade no contact durdng the day., .fter thurcoughly searchirg the ares,

% 22 bunkers (sevorsl of which were reinforced with steel or concrete),
17 tunnels (two of which were three-lovel), suspended 8ion bodbytraps,
31 grenados and 6Qum bocbytraps, and many cther munitions were doe
atroyed, One rifle ard several rourds of smmunition (20mm, 7.62m
and wire capturdd, _

Capany C

The ccupany uwet no resistance during their search but erncowter-
ed sevoral bocbytreps, A large thres-level tunnel cauplex was fourd
vic XT 638266 which led to several bunkers, “ne of these buniers was
reinforced with steel beans and & steol top. This entire canplex along
with throo sanpans ard a boat were dostroyed. .

Cv 8, 2/27th Inf

The caypany net no resistarnce in their search which produced
an extonsive bunker-tunnel caplex, The tunnel lel to 12 different
oxits/entrances and a tharough search of the area praiuced cleothing,
docunents, axmnition, nedical supplies, 3,000 lbs of rice, a VC
gas uask, & Chinose or Russion gas 1ask, 55 gals of kerosene and eight
bodbytraps. )

Rocon Platoon

The platoon caiploted its sweap of /xis S.LLY and in the process
received two rifle grensdo rounlds ami Lit ome /T mine. 4 large bunker-
tunmel cauplax, reinforced with stocl bezis, was discovered, Inside
tho bunker wore sovoral benchas, stools, s blackbcard, rifle grenzdes,
ard 500 lbs of rico, With the excoption of the rice, the ertire cm-
plax wos dostroyed, By the erd of the day, a total of 3,400 lba of -
rico anl 100 lbs of salt wore cxpturcd,

s (30 June 1966)

Tho battalion TF continuad SiD operations to cauplote the de=
tailed saarch of the arez. The TF was «:ployed with Co A returning
to (bJ HOTEL, Cc B with tho Recon Plat attached returning to &)
QUBEC, Co € tc vie T 595265 (KILO) an Co B, 2/27th Inf to Lrea
LDMA, vio XT 625295 in order to saturcte the area with daylight o=
bushes, Several AT ard AP nirps and bocbytraps werw encountored
during the day while dastroying extensive bunker=tunnel cauplexes
ard large rvinforced bunkers in ths .0, Co B, 2/27th Inf was re-
loased frau bavtalion control at 1604 hours, .1l canpanics returned
to the battalion baso amd euployosd soven cibushes bub no contact
was nxle,

& j3
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Ca:.pa'm’ A

The canpany caapleted their soarch of tho ravine vic XT 653-
280 and also found sevoral fortified buildings in thc area, Nine
bunkers, fowr tunnels, six buildings and several boobytraps were
dostroyod, Five hurdred lbs of rico was captwad by the erd of tho
day, The caipany then c¢oniuctod a reconnaissance in forco vie &7
650268; results werc negative,

Capmny B

The canpany caipleted the search of their cbjeotive area en~
sountering hoavily bocbytrapped arcas and .T nires, Two tunnels amd
twelve bunker canplexes were destroyed along with numercus bocby-
trops, Severnl 8im, 105ma1 and 155t rounds, all of which wero wired
for cauard dotonation, were found ami destroyod. Two carbinzs were
also captured,

Caapary €

The ompany's soarch in tho new cbjective arcd was hanpored by
several .T ard AP uines ard bocbytreps, Twenty-ons burnkers, varying
in size fraa 15'x15' to small ccneroto roinforced bunikers were dow
stroyod, The caipany also captwrad 900 Ibs of rice, clothing amd
uiscellaneous docuisnts.,

Cu 3, 2/27th Inf

The caupony saturcted thoir area with asbushies but no contact
was nado, xtraction by holicoptor carienced at 1430 hours ami by
1604 hours the last oloment was airborne and raleased fra: battelion
contral,

Julr 1966

The bettalion teruinitod the operaticn amd camonced its ro-
turn to base cap at 0700 hours, Co .. was required t¢ sccure a
porticen of an LZ for the 3d Bn, 4Sth Inf Regt (iRVl) helicopter ex=
troction vic T 638273, Thoy were alsc required to ostablish a
blocking pesition vic &T 625268 anxl destroy saue large bunkars vie
AT 597284, Co B sucured ths remaimder of the 1Z, Co C wos given
tho nission o scours the rcad fray Trung Lap (4T 5819) to Hwy 1
{43 5616) and protect tic engircer cloarirg party aleng tho roxd,
The Aoccn Placoon escestod the CP group, Hvy licrt Plat and all die-
ablod vohicles to vic Trung lop £ni then escurted the artillery group
fraa Trung Lap tc the basu ca:p, Due tou rupuwrts of groumd cctivity
vio XT 590270, Co C was civerted to investig:to anmd at 13C0 hours Co
A (=), 2/14th Iaf was airlifted imo the a0 tc assiet in sccwring
the ront frau Trurg lap to Hwy 1, 3y 1935 L.urs tll olsucnts olosod
imto the baso canp, tomincting Oporstion COCO P.LS,

Caipry o
The caxpany ostablished its blocidng pusiticn anl socured its
portion of the 1Z by 0803 hours, EZleven largs, woll constructed bune
kers (Incl L) wore destroyod vie T 596243, No comtact was malo dure

ing tho day, axcopt for the deturaticn of cmw .2 wdme vie T 500§
whish naderately dana,ed an .2°C.
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SUBJECT: Cadbat Oporetions Aftereiction Report (RCS/J3-32)

Caipany B

The caupany secured their portion of the 1Z by 0800 opposed
. by lght aml sporadic suall ams fire, Upon caapletion of tho heli-
. copter extracticn, the unit comducted a sweep through a suspected
VC ocoupded area vic LT 604264; no contzet was nade and the cauparny re-
turnad to base canp,

Caipany C

While enroute to secura the road fran Trung Lap to Hwy 1, armned
gunships reported receiving heavy grourd fire frau vie XT 590270,
The caupany was divorted in an attenpt to closo with amd destroy the
enay, No VC were found in tiie area amnd signs of VC cccupancy were
not evident, The caspany then resused its ariginal nission and re-
turmed to base ecup at 1935 hours,

12, RasSULTS,
a8, Friendly:
(1) 634 personnel started tie operctiun amd 586 cane

pleted, The latter figwe inclules 39 Ul who raizined with their
units (Incl 16, Casualty List).

(2) Fourteen .PC's, M113, were dauaged by nines, Six
weye rupaired in the field and continuod the operation,

b, EBnemy:
(1) 25 V¢ idlled (6 BC;, 3 VCC and 6 VCS.
(2) Matorial, oquipnent ard facilities:

Y P = T T R T T L WG O

s

(a) Captured:

ey

2 M1 rifles
13 Chicar carbires
2 U.S. carbines
1 U.S. 516 pifle
1 Gaman Mauser
1 7.92u LG, 2826 (33:D)
1 Sprincfio.u. rifle (1903)
1 M72 LJV
4 rifles, typs urknown
1 machincgun nowt on whoolad carriu- for
7,62 KG $6=43 (Goryunov)
1 carbino, t:me unkaown
v cabat ;nc)c
i cartridge bolt
2 pistol belts
6 utical jockuts
. 1 wedical ecp -
1 uedieal wask
1 Swdical kit
31 azi0 pouches
& bags (100 1b) ecuort
20,000 lbs rice
1 gas ucsk, Russian cr Chinose t,ypc
Muaorous docunoms
Miseollanecus clothing
Modiccl vanmtls

® X
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SWBJECT: Cabat Operations ifturehction Report (RCS/J3-32

(v) Destroyed:

21 rifle grencios
3 hand grenades (U.S,)
$ hamd grenades éVC)

35 hard grenades (Chican)

20 bothytraps Eham grenale, 8im ard 60 type)

21 bocbytraps {BU bad type)

3 bocbytraps (2,75" rocket)

7 81 bocoytraps (susperded in trees)

1 gogbytgbppod ?ntﬁimm?d rocket o )
1 U.S. cardbine (bocbytra) ina it

34 GBU bablets P B £

35 AT nines
1 AP uine
3 Onm rds (riggod for aal dot)

4 105m: rds (rigged for omd d-eg

7 15531 rds (rigged for cxd det

2 8" nds (rig. od for end det)

3 250 1b boubs (rigged for axd det)
3 175m rds (rigged for cod det) -

11 clayuore weepons

155 bunkers
78 tunncls
4 25 1b frog babs (U.S.)

1 VC frag babd
1040 ris 7.62m Unked azmo

40 ris Cadea: 7,621 anmo

300 wls 5,561 amo (U.S.)

50 rds 7,621 (short)

RS rds 7,921 azme
& rds cal ,30 amo
1 B.R nagazine
30 s cal ,32 amo
1 VC gas nosk
1 boat
1 wagon

7,600 lba rice {bocbytrapped)

11 M79 nds
60 buillings
6 suapans
70 gils keroseno
1 sugnr came processing machine

isdscellanoous clothing.

13, /MINISTR.TIVE HJITZRS,

a, Supplies: ‘)1 resupply was accauplished by UHID hol.i-
copters flying fran base canp to the farward CP area, During th
operation, 131 sarties delivered tho follcwing supplies:

(1) Class I: 44,500 pourds,

(2) Class II: 11,000 pourds, .
(3) Qass III: 38,000 pounds (4,675 gallons).
(L) Class IV: 3,600 pourds,

(5) Class V: 24,300 pounds,

(6) Hiscellanmeous: 34,200 pounds (includes 6,832 gal-
lons of water).
43
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(7) Personnels 14,000 pourds,

The battalion experded the following amrsunition ard denolitions
during the operations

Ctg 7.62m ball Y 1,680 xds
Ctg 7.62m Lt 30,400 rds
Ctg 5.56m ball 25,560 rds
Ctg 5.54m tracer 1,140 xds
. Ctg cal ,50 L1 22,200 xds
Ctg 4Qm, HE _ 1,296 xds
Ctg 81om, HE © 7208 nds
Ctg 8um, WP 6 xds 5
Ctg 4.2", HE 635 rds =
Ctg 4.2v, WP 37 xds 2
Grenade, frag 875 e2
Rocket, libé 7 ea g
liire, AP, M18A1 24 ea =
Grerade, smoke, vellos 32 ea 8
Grenade, sioke, violst 96 ea p
Grenade, sioke, HC : 48 ea 4
Grenade, hard, CS - 106 ea :
Flare, trip 32 ea 1
Block, deno, C4, 23 1b 590 1bs b
Block, deno, T6T, 11b 1,650 1lbs i
Cratering charge, 40 b L3 ea 3
Coxd, dotonating 4,000 feet g
Fuze, blasting, tine 1,250 feet 3
I nitor, fuze 170 ea fz
Blasting cap, non-olectric 510 ea ke
E
b, Maintenance: The Bn started the operation short six 3
{6) earriers, personsel, F,T., X113, The Rocon Platoon was short 3
three (3), the Medical Pla% one (1), axd Co A end Co C one (1) each, ;
During the opsration thirteen (13) carricrs wore danaged by AT aimes A

and one (1) carrier was danaged by s large AP uine, Six (6) of

these vohicles wore repaired in the field ard continued the oparation,
The cthor cight were evacuated to base canp at the temination of the
operation., 0f the eight (8) that were evacuated to baso canp, seven
(7) had to be towed; one returnad urder its om powor, Six fé) of
the above eight (8) carricrs have, since their roturr, been declared
not eeonmically repairable, Twerky (20) ccrriors bocans incperzblo
for nechanical failures during the cperation; howovar, twelve (12)

of theso were ropairod in tho field arnd comtinuod the oporation, The
renainirg oight (8) were evacuated to base cap at the termination of
the operation, Soven (7) of the eight (8) rvturned under thoir o
powsr; however, they were shart-tracked, Tho najor nechanical failure
axperionced was the soparation of the idle:r am fran the hull of the
carrier, There wore scven (7) of these failures s all seven (7)
earriers had to be ovacuated, Two of the carriers with this failure
had boen rebuilt oight (8) nonths ago oid since that time they have
traveled uore than 2500 miles, The cther five (5) tracks with this
failure wore over fivo (5) years ol and have trivelsd over 5000 uiles,
Because this Ba was shcart five (5) Light Rocovery Vehicles, it be-
cane & uajor problet to evacuste tho eight wuiieles that regquirad
towring, In oxder for this Bn to accaiplish the task of extrecting

the eight downed vehiclos, tan (10) additiomal cadct vaiicles were
diverted to tow the downed tracks, Two (2) tracks wero so badly
dagaaged thoy required f.ur cther vehicles to tow than, If the five
(5) Light Recovery Voaicles hcd been on hand, they could have ac-
cauplished the sanu task as the ton (10) carriers, with less woar

am tear, '
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. : SWBJECT: Caibat Operations After-Action Report (RCS/J3-32)

¢, Jreatuent of Cusualtics, Evacuation ard Hospitalizae-

: tiont The Bn Pwd Ald Station wes staffod by one doctor and four

. nodiocs, ‘During the cperation 156 potionts wors seen and treated, )
of which 73 wero due to siclnosa or disease, 52 frai wounds received
in hostilo action, amd 31 nonebattle injuries (sprains, cuts, bruises,
ots,). Thirty-four of the 156 patients woro evacuuted by resupply
helicoptere, During the operation, 18 Dust Gff helicoptors wore re-
quested which evacuated o total of 43 casuslties, These A3 patients
wore not processod through the Bn Add Station, but evacuated to the
25th Med Bn,

4, Transportution: The Bn consuned o ‘total of 8,837 gole
dons of iO3AS during the operation,

o, Camunications:

(1) The prinary means of camunication during Opn
CUCO PALIS was R rcdio, Wire nots wore used at all ticesin tho CP
cauplex and to the caipanies wheniver possiblo, Durin; the poricds
of darkness the Bn caiiand net usimtained rxdio listening silence
amd used wire as the prinary uoans of cauuricztions, Tha Bn naine
toined P radio and RAIT contact with Bda, Thore wes no wire camue
nioation between tho Bn and Bde, UHF air-ground caiunicgtions -~ s
also available and used by the AF 10 for air support iussicns,

(2) Tails Bn is cquippod with tho VRC~12 faily of
radios which is an excellomt nisco of equimient, It is belioved
that the irtonss heat (115 dozrecs) insidoe the carrior li113 has an
adverse effoct on tho ralic trunsiitters (RT524 amd RF246). Durirg
the sation o total of slovon RT's either fallod to transuit o
roceiva or the fou (coaling systen) ran continuously, This situation
was partially corrected by poriodically turning tho sots off and
poruitting thaz to ccol, This procedure was especinlly true at night
whon less radio traffic was roquired ard nots oculd bo .icnitorod with
the awxiliory receiver (R44R) without sasrificing cumaurdcaticns
officiency, :

£, Hedienl Zvaluation: Aecess to tha Bn Add Stotion dure
ing the operction was good, Overall nedical care of wiror caiplaints
anl cesualties wus goad, Howewver, it wus not advisaple tc evacuate
all injuries through the aid staticn becouse cf the terrain, tine
foctors involved ant tho soricusness of the wiunds, 0Of the 93
injuries that wore treated at the ndd station, 54 worv returned to
duty, 3 : value oo v

by GPECLAL ZQUUPHERT JD TICHITIONES.

8, Mechanized flune throwers, The flmo throwers proved
to be very effectivys during this oreraticn dw to tho nunsrous bune
kers encowrterod, The ons .:ajor drawbicit wus tho whoel-iourted sen-
vioce unit which could not acecnpary the davtalien cver crossecowtry
routas, Therefore, the flx:e thrawmrs were ol little value orgo their
prossuro was expeniod, Ixtonsive usc cculd 5o ixle possidbls by necunte
ing the se.vice undt in a Mill treci corr.er to provide tho neceseary
Cross=country .iobllity.

b, Tunmel dostruction techiiques, . tschniquo has yev to
be four! which will zlequatuly dustruy 3 cuiplex tunnol systes, A
special technique euplorin: acetylena gos und detonntor proved ine
effactivu for nany reasons, om of vhaich wzs tne dexth of the tunnels
encountored, This tochnique is stated to bo Very offoctive in dopths
of loss tuan six fect: hwever, :.ost of the tunnels in the arca were
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SWBJECTs Cabat Operations After=iction Report (RCS/U3-32) .
ey

well below six foet, Another technique applied which was quite
successful was the wse of several oratering charges placed at key
levels and' tunnol "T's," connected in parallel with detonating eord
(Incl 10). When detonated, the parallel connection results in
sinultanacus detonation of all charges ard the resulting blast cane
pletoly caves in the tunnel, This methad, however, would require &
large anount of explosives for the extensivo tunnel gystems which
wers prevalent in the A0,

.15, CQMUIANDER ANALYSIS,

a, The sovoral contacts made the first day of the operea-
tion along the southorn edge of the Bol Lol Woals irdicated sontinued
extansive use of this area by the VC, Their contirucus amd rather
careless movement to ard frai the scuthern edge of these woxds nakes
the arod idoally suited for saturation ambushing,

+ b, It was not until ome hour after the attack on 26 Juns .
wis due to begin that the battalion fourd out that the B52 strike
would not bo nade, Then our planning was hanpsred by not knowing
vhether the strike would oe made or tho time the strike was to be
nade,

¢, After the first day's oporation in the Ho Bo Wodls, it
becane apparent that the extent of the bunker/tunnel systens was such
as to require eithor an exterded stay to accauplish the nission or
additional troops, lonce, when an sdditional rifls campany was offered,
it was readily acceptod,

d, The ovidence of new cawstrction in the Ho Bo Wouds
plus the extensivo fortifications encountored irdicato the VC plan
to contiruo extonsivo use of this arca, In spite of tho 78 tunnels
which wers destroyed, it is folt that only a vory small percantage
of the tctal tunnels in tho area were locatod smd destroyed, This
opinion is based on the ease with which the VC oluded our ccntinuous
search amd on the fact that very few tummcls with ¢oncoaled ontrances
wore located,

e, Tho cunstruction of most of the bunkers fourd ard de-
stroyed was such that thoy cwuld wdthstand a direct artillery hit,
Thus, as long as thoy rwainad insido their bunkers, tho VC wore
imune to artillery firo anxd imane to all but direct hits by babs,

: £, It is bolioved that the extensive bunker systen fourd
in grid squares XT 5925 ard XT 5726 provided a havon, scfo fray ore
tillory fire anl air strikes, for a large farcu noving threugh tho
area, Since this systen was oaly recontly constructed, it night

* be csswnel it was constructed to support tho nmonsocn offonsive in

this apea,

g, Noither tho ARVN nor the U,J. adlviscrs with the ARVN
undorstoad tho uso of the No Fire Lirme, Tho ARV battalion actually
uoved troops across the IFL before naking any foraal request for

a chw.

h, Thero has boon sauo discussion of late anong nodieal
corps porsonnel thot battolion surgeons should not be in tho field,
The Bsttalion Ad Station and surgoon coved to the fiold with the
CP Group, The surgeon treated & patients for injuries (both battle
ard pon-battls) ard roturned 54 to duty, Ho rlso truated 73 -men
for sickness or disease ami returncd 68 to duty, Tho value of the
prosonce of tho battalion surgoon in tho fiold is cbvious,
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SUWBJECT: Canbat -Operation Mwn-Action Roport (RCS/J3-32)

16, " RECQ'ﬂmﬁ)ATIONS.

a., Future operctions aploying saturation anbushes along
the southan edgo of the Bol Loi Woods should bo corductoed,

b, Poriadic oporations should bo comducted into the Ho Bo
Woads area to prevent rebuilding of the extonsive bunksr canplex aml
eventually to cunvince tho VC of the futility of using thil as a major
base of operatioms,

. c. Ixtonsive use should be nade of H&I fires in grid
squores XT' 5925 ard XT 5926 to deny the VG the opportunivy to re-
build thc bunkers destroyel in that orea, *

d. Information on B52 striles nmust be made available at
the earliest possidble tine, .

e, Careful coordination on the use of supporting fires,

to inclwde o thorough explanation of the No Fire Line, showld be
nade with ARVN forces opurating in the vicinity of U.S. forcss,

FOR THE CQ:ANDER:
7 AN

AI\DP,ESS
Capt,
/ A jutant
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-AVTISBA=C (13 Jul 66) 1st Ind (C)

L Cp,y,f /D[/VWA’A

SUBJECT: Combat Operations Lfter Action Report (nes J3/32) Operation
€oco PALMS (U) ° '

S—

HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 95225 29 July 1966

THRU: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATIN: ACofS G3 (D&T),
APO 96266

T0: Commander, U.S. Military Lssistanco Command Vietnam, ATTN: J343,
AP0 96243

1, Reference subparagraph 7a(2) (a). Lack of accuracy for initial
artillery mission of phase 1 was due to inaccurate initial lay of
supportirg artillery battery. Immediate corroctive command action was
taken which resulted in subscquent timely and accurate artillory support.

2, fittontion is invitod to the doseription of VC fortifications
in the HO BO WOODS (para 8).

3. Tho usc of mechanizcd flemothrowers to assist in the assault
ond dostruction of thoso fortificctions arc hampered bccause tho wheeled
vchicle flamethrowor scrvico unit cannot follow tho APCls over tho typo %
terrain found in the area. . tracked sorvico wit could alleviaste this ' 3
problem,

4. Tho goetylono gas method of tunncl destruotion is limitod in
its destructive cepabilitics. This unit finally resorted to multiple
shaped charges connected in parallel, and thorefore dotonztod simultane
ocusly. Though this mcthod is aatlsfactory, tho volume of oxplosivcs
necdcd for dostroying on extensive tunncl system croctes limitations,

4 satisfoctory tunnel destruction device or equipment for forcing the
VC from twmols is nceded.

FOR THE COMLINDER :

AN

' PHILIP A/, BONDI
CPT, AGC
DISTRIBUTION: : Asst AG

1.CofS for Force Dov, DA

CG, USIRPAC, ATTN: GPOP-IH

WGV, ATTN: 3343 (thru IIFPORCEV)

MACV, ATTH: J2 (thru IIFFORCEV)

MACV, ATTN: MACT (thru ITFFORCEV)

MACV, ATIN: Chief, USAF Ldviscry Gp (thru IIFFORCEV)
€6, US!RV, ATTN: Ivc (0 & B)

CG IH'FORCEV, LTIN: ACoff G3 (D& T) DOWNGIUDE ..T 3 Y2 R INTCRV.IS
GG USA Infantry School, Ft Bcming, Ga,  DECL.SSIFIED AFTER 12 YELRS
CG US4 Armor School, R Knox, Ky. DOD DIR 520C,10

USA Inf H Ros Unit, Ft Bemning, Ga.
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